LIFE  OF  THE  BUDDHA

supernatural. Supranomial it undoubtedly is,
But recent researches in psychology, such as are
summed up, for instance, in James's Varieties
of Eelicjiows Experience, show that phenomena
of a similar kind, though not ^uite the same,
are well authenticated in the lives of men
of deep religious experience. And no one of all
the experiences described in these accounts is,
in the canonical Ijpoks, coniined to the Buddha.
Each of them is related, in other passages, of one
or other of the men and women who afterwards
adopted the new teaching and fell under its
influence. These conditions are constituent parts
of the state of mind called Arabatship. They all
recur in, the standard description, repeated in so
many of the Dialogues, of the manner in which
Arahatship is reached.1 And the sum of them
is, in this connection, called Nirvana/2 one of the
many epithets of Arahatship.3 In the opinion of
the early Buddhists their Buddha WHS an Araliat;
but in his case there was no limit' at all to the
depth and intensity of his insight, or to the grace
and perfection of those powers and characteristics
ho shaml with other Arahats. The distinction

1 Tn.uwla.teil in full in my Dviloynw of the fluddhtt, vol. i,
pp. 79-tKL
a Majjhima, J. 107,                                               i4 Ibid. 173.
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